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AWARD CITATION 
Surname, name and middle name SMIRNOV ALEKSEJ IVANOVICH

Rank Major

Position and unit Senior aide to the Commander of the air warning 
service and reconnaissance of the Leningrad air 
defence army.

is recommended for ORDER “PATRIOTIC WAR II CLASS”

1. Birth year 1910

2. Nationality Russian

3. In Red Army service since 1933-1934, since 1938

4. Party membership None party member

5. Participation in the civil war and later in 
defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

In Patriotic war since 22 June 1941 in the 
Leningrad air defence army.

6. Wounds and contusions None

7. Previous awards medal “For Leningrad defence”

8. Drafted by which induction station Lininsky district military commissariat,  
Leningrad city.

9. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 He proved himself as strong willed, demanding and cultural officer during 
the 3 years of his service at the army headquarters. He excellently mastered the 
means of combat air reconnaissance control systems and shared his skills with a 
number of young officers.  He submitted, and keeps submitting, a number of 
improvement proposals regarding the arrangements at the air defence warning 
service observation posts and the application of the reconnaissance means.  
 During his field visits, he is always very strict and his audit reports always 
sharply criticise the revealed deficiencies. He always delivers great practical help 
to the officer corps in the field.  
 He is excellently trained in his profession. He is disciplined, politically 
educated, and morally stable. During the course of the Patriotic war, he dozens of 
times was the chief commander at the army main air warning control centre 
during the enemy air raids against Leningrad. He always ensured complete and 
timely warning information towards the anti aircraft combat units, which assisted 
proper air defence against the enemy raids.  
 On 08 March 1945, while being the chief commander at the army main air 
warning control centre, he acted promptly and professionally - he ensured timely 
take off and successful interception and destruction of the enemy aircraft in the 
designated sector by our fighter planes. This was the very last enemy aircraft 
attempting to get through to the LENIN’s city. 
 He deserves to be bestowed with ORDER “PATRIOTIC WAR II CLASS”. 

Head of the air warning section and reconnaissance of the headquarters of the 
Leningrad air defence army. 

08 June 1945     signature  /GRIGORIEV/ 
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II. Conclusion of the superiors

He deserves order “PATRIOTIC WAR II CLASS”

Head of the air warning service and signals of the headquarters of the Leningrad 
air defence army. 

Colonel signature /SOKOLOV/

08 June 1945 

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

He deserves order “PATRIOTIC WAR II CLASS”

Head of Staff, Headquarters of the Leningrad air defence army. 
Colonel signature /GRIGORIEV/

08 June 1945 

Awarded with order “RED STAR” by the decree # 0163/n issued by Leningrad air 
defence army on 09 June 1945. 

     signature
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