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AWARD CITATION 

1. Surname, name and middle name DIDENKO IVAN AREFIEVICH

2. Rank Colonel

3. Position and unit Deputy commander for political work, 
19 artillery breakthrough division of the Supreme 
Command Reserve.

is recommended for order “RED BANNER”

4. Birth year 1902

5. Nationality Ukrainian

6. Party membership VKP(b) member since 1925

7. Participation in the civil war and later 
defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

Civil war 1919 - 1920; 
Patriotic war since  since 1941.

8. Wounds and contusions None

9. In Red Army service since 1919

10. Drafted by which induction station Volunteered in 1919

11. Previous awards Orders: “Red Banner” 1941, two “Patriotic war 1 
class” 1944, “Patriotic war 2 class” 1943. 
Medals: “XX years RKKA” 1938, “For Moscow 
defence” 1944.

12. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured

13. Personal ID МГ 000001 №165246

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

	 He distinguished himself in the combat operations for elimination of the 
German tank group near the lakes Velence and Balaton, and in the subsequent 
offensive during 15 March - 18 April 1945 for taking the towns Várpalota, 
Veszprém, Szombathely and then all the way to Vienna city. He exhibited high 
examples of courage and bravery, true Bolshevik’s management skill of his 
political assets and organisations. This all to provide political support to the 
combat operations conducted by the division troops. Comrade DIDENKO was 
constantly present among the fighting formations and rendered direct and 
persistent help in provision of political work in any combat circumstances. 
	 Comrade DIDENKO conducted extensive work in utmost difficult and 
complicated conditions with the aim to establish reliable and timely deliveries of 
ammunitions, fuel, and food, and efficient evacuation of the wounded from the 
battlefield. With his selfless work, comrade DIDENKO significantly assisted the 
success in our combat operations. He deserves state award order “RED BANNER”. 

Commander of 19 artillery breakthrough division  
of the Supreme Command Reserve 

Guards Mj. General of artillery corps 	 signature	  /VELIKOLEPOV/ 
09 April 1945
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Head of personnel department of 3 Ukrainian front:  
Bogdan Khmelnitsky II cl. 
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II. Conclusion of the superiors

He deserves order “RED BANNER”

Deputy commander for political work of 2 artillery breakthrough corps  
of the Supreme Command Reserve 

Guards Colonel	 signature	 /KOZINOV/

13 April 1945

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

He deserves order “RED STAR”

Commander of 2 artillery breakthrough corps of the Supreme Command Reserve 
Guards Colonel	 signature	 /NESTERUK/

14 April 1945

IV. Conclusion of the Front Military Council

He deserves order “RED STAR”

Deputy head of political department of 3 Ukrainian front 
Colonel	 signature	 /KATUGIN/

21 April 1945

V. Conclusion of the award commission

Commander of 3 Ukrainian front 
Marshal of Soviet Union 

/F. TOLBUKHIN/

Military council member of 3 Ukrainian front 
Col. General 

/A. ZHELTOV/

VI. Award record 
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