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AWARD CITATION 

Surname, name and middle name YAKHONTOV GEORGIJ NIKOLAEVICH

Rank Lt. Colonel

Position and unit Head of the aerial photography service,  
Headquarters of 1 Airforce.

is recommended for order “RED STAR”

1. Birth year 1900

2. Nationality Russian

3. In Red Army service since September 1919

4. Party membership VKP(b) member since 1942

5. Participation in combat (where, when) On the Western and Southern fronts in 1920; 
Karelian front in 1921; liberation campaign of the 
Western Belorussia in 1939; Finnish front in 1940.

6. Wounds and contusions None

7. Previous awards and commendations Medal “XX year RKKA”, order “Red Star”.

8. Drafted by which induction station Zaraysk military commissariat, Moscow region.

9. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured 

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 Lt. Colonel YAKHONTOV participated in the civil war and in the war against 
the White Finns. He is a veteran of the Patriotic war since 22 June 1941 and is 
one of the most senior servicemen of the aerial photography service of the Red 
Army Airforce. 
 Being one of the heads of the aerial photography service, his dedication and 
persistence achieved such situation, when aerial photography service plays 
leading role in the air reconnaissance in the 1st Airforce. 
 Every month, the reconnaissance and combat aviation crews of the 1st 
Airforce perform 350-400 photography missions. In total during the last year, over 
4000 photography missions were made covering area over 140.000 square 
kilometres. 
 Under comrade YAKHONTOV's leadership, one of the units of the 1st 
Airforce invented a cradle suspension device for a photo camera intended to be 
used on reconnaissance and fighter aircrafts. Designed and manufactured for 
practical use photography setups for single and dual cameras intended for use on 
al types of fighter airplanes. Designed and mass produced device for automatic 
photo control of bomb strikes.  
 Lt. Colonel YAKHONTOV also performs the office of the senior aide to the 
chief of staff of the intelligence department of the 1st Airforce. He takes direct part 
in the operative work of the 1st Airforce headquarters. He effectively plans 
reconnaissance missions for his subordinates units and persistently controls the 
results. 
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 According to the feedback of the headquarters of the Western front and the 
headquarters of the field armies, the aerial photography service adequately 
informed the commanders of our armies with intelligence information on the 
enemy system of fortification, firing positions, and anti-tank obstacles. 
 During the enemy retreat (February 1943), the aerial photography service 
promptly uncovered enemy's new fallback positions. As evaluated by the chief of 
the aerial photography service of the Red Army airforce, the aerial photography 
service of the 1st Airforce takes the 1st place among all the aviation armies of all 
fronts.  
 For skilful leadership of the aerial photography service and for persistence 
in delivering the photography intelligence data to the ground forces, Lt. Colonel 
YAKHONTOV deserves state award "RED STAR". 

Head of the intelligence department of 1 Airforce 
28 May 1943    Captain  signature  /FASTOVSCHUK/

II. Conclusion of the superiors

He deserves order “PATRIOTIC WAR II CLASS”

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

He deserves order “PATRIOTIC WAR II CLASS”

IV. Conclusion of the Front Military Council
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