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AWARD CITATION 

1. Surname, name and middle name YAKHONTOV GEORGIJ NIKOLAEVICH

2. Rank Lt. Colonel

3. Position and unit Senior aide to the head of the intelligence 
department, headquarters of 1 Airforce.

is recommended for order “PATRIOTIC WAR SECOND CLASS”

4. Birth year 1900

5. Nationality Russian

6. Party membership VKP(b) member since 1942

7. Participation in civil war, later in 
defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

Participated in he civil war 1919-1921;  
War wit hFinland 1939-1940; 
Patriotic war since 22.06.1941.

8. Wounds and contusions None

9. In Red Army service since 1919

10. Drafted by which induction station Regular troops

11. Previous awards and commendations Medal “XX year RKKA”, order “Red Star”; order 
“Patriotic war II class”.

12. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured 

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 Lt. Colonel YAKHONTOV has been leading the aerial photography service of 
the 1 Airforce since the first day of the war. In this period, he established aerial 
photography service to be the best among the whole Red Army airforce. 
 Developing and directing the inventiveness among his troops, he was the 
first to develop cradle suspension device for a photo camera, automatic photo 
control of bomb strikes, and photo transformers. Proposed and tested in the 1 
Airforce, all these devices are now deployed among all other aviation armies of the 
Red Army airforce. 
 Thanks to his efficient command, the aerial photography service of the 1 
Airforce significantly improved and assumed the leading role in the whole system 
of aerial reconnaissance. It provides complete and timely aerial photography 
intelligence information to the ground and aviation units. 
 For excellent organisation of aerial photography service, which provided 
significant assistance to the units of the Western front fighting on the ground, Lt. 
Colonel YAKHONTOV  was bestowed with order “Red Star” in 1942 and order 
“Patriotic war II class” in 1943. 
 In the Minsk offensive operation, aerial photography service of 1 Airforce 
under the leadership of Lt. Colonel YAKHONTOV fully uncovered the enemy 
defences in the sector: Vytebsk, Orsha, along the river Berezina, as well as timely 
detected construction of new enemy fallback defence line along the state border 
and in the Eastern Prussia. This significantly assisted to rapid advance of our 
troops.  
 CONCLUSION: He deserves order “PATRIOTIC WAR FIRST CLASS”. 

Head of the intelligence department of 1 Airforce 
Lt. Colonel  signature  /FAYZULIN/
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II. Conclusion of the superiors

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

IV. Conclusion of the Front Military Council

V. Conclusion of the award commission

VI. Award record 

By the decree № 025/n issued by  

1 Airforce on 05 July 1944 

B E S T O W E D   

with order “PATRIOTIC WAR I CLASS”
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