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AWARD CITATION 

1. Surname, name and middle name ZAN’KO FEDOR PETROVICH

2. Rank Guards Sr. Sergeant

3. Position and unit Senior aerial gunner, 75 guards ground assault 
aviation “Stalingrad” Red Banner regiment.

is recommended for order “RED BANNER”

4. Birth year 1921

5. Nationality Belorussian

6. Party membership None party member VKP(b) member since 194

7. Participation in the civil war and later 
defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

In Patriotic war since 25.07.1941

8. Wounds and contusions None

9. In Red Army service since May 1940

10. Drafted by which induction station Lepel district military commissariat, Vitebsk region.

11. Previous awards Order “Red Banner” decree #27 on 02.08.1943 by 8 
Airforce, handed out 20.12.1943; order “Red Star” 
decree #07 on 31.08.1943 by 1 Guards aviation 
division, handed out 04.09.1943; order “Patriotic 
war I class” decree #22 on 03.05.1944 by 8 
Airforce, handed out 17.05.1944.

12. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured 

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

	 During his service in 75 Guards ground assault aviation regiment, Guards 
Sr. Sergeant ZAN’KO flew 136 successful combat ground strike missions as an 
aerial gunner on IL-2. 
	 For his 109 successful missions and exhibited heroism, he was bestowed 
with order “Red Banner”, “Red Star”, and “Patriotic war I class”. 
	 After his latest award, comrade ZAN’KO made further 27 successful combat 
missions as an aerial gunner on IL-2 aircraft. 
	 He flies combat missions with great enthusiasm and executes them 
diligently, skilfully protecting his pilot from enemy fighter planes.  
	 Guards Sr. Sergeant ZAN’KO is one of the best aerial gunners in the 
regiment and flies always in the leading aircraft of the formation. 
	 During the missions, he always efficiently assists his pilot-commander with 
monitoring the skies and coordination with our fighter escort.  
	 When engaging enemy fighter planes in the air, he exhibits exceptional 
courage and bravery. He shot down 3 enemy aircrafts during of the war. 
	 He received a number of gratitudes from the command for his excellent 
combat performance.  
	 He skilfully and bravely repels enemy fighter plane attacks, such as:  
On 24.04.1944, in a combat mission near “Sapun Gora” mount, a group of IL-2 
was attacked by 4 enemy planes. Comrade ZAN’KO repelled 3 attacks by 2 enemy 
planes, which attempted to scatter our formation.
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	 On 05.05.1944, in a ground strike mission at the enemy airfield “Shestaya 
versta”, our IL-2 formation was attacked by 2 Me-109. Comrade ZAN’KO repelled 
2 attacks in this engagement. 
	 On 05.07.1944, in a ground strike mission against an enemy vehicle 
caravan, comrade ZAN’KO set ablaze a truck by the fire of his machine-gun.  
	 On 04.08.1944, during a combat mission, his aircraft was attacked by 
enemy fighter planes. Apart from that, his IL-2 was already severely damaged by 
AA fire. Guards Sr. Sergeant ZAN’KO was engaging enemy fighters with his 
protective fire, when his machine-gun jammed. Then he fired a signal flare directly 
into approaching enemy plane and hit it. Blinding flash confused the enemy pilot, 
who stopped his attack run and exited the fight. ZAN’KO sustained 3 light wounds 
in this  combat engagement. 
	  For 27 successful combat missions on IL-2 as an aerial gunner and for 
exhibited courage and bravery, he deserves state award order “RED BANNER”. 

Commander of 75 guards ground assault aviation  
“Stalingrad” Red Banner regiment 

06 August 1944 	 	 Guards Lt. Colonel 	 signature	  /LYKHOVSKY/

Conclusion of Division Military Council

He deserves order “RED BANNER”

Commander of 1 guards ground assault aviation “Stalingrad” Red Banner Suvorov 
order division 

Guards Colonel	 	 signature	 /PRUTKOV/

10 August 1944

By the decree № 053/n issued by  

1 Airforce on 27 August 1944 

B E S T O W E D   

with order “GLORY III CLASS”
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