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AWARD CITATION 

1. Surname, name and middle name KARELSKIJ NIKOLAJ IVANOVICH

2. Rank Captain

3. Position and unit Battalion commander, 5 heavy motorised pontoon-
bridge “Vyborg” regiment.

is recommended for order “PATRIOTIC WAR I CLASS”

4. Birth year 1917

5. Nationality Russian

6. Party membership VKP(b) member

7. Participation in the civil war and later in 
defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

War against white Finns 1939; 
Patriotic war since 1941 on Leningrad front.

8. Wounds and contusions Wounded 22.07.1943

9. In Red Army service since 1934

10. Drafted by which induction station Isakogorskj district military commissariat,  
Arkhangelsk region.

11. Previous awards Medal “For Leningrad defence”;  
order “Red Star” 31.03.1944.

12. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured 

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 The 1st battalion received a combat mission for forced crossing of the 
Bolshoi Sund strait (Suur Strait). Captain KARELSKIJ conducted extensive 
organisational work among his troops repeating for crossing of 8km of open 
waters subject to autumn winds. He also excellently prepared the pontoon 
materiel for naval operations on uneasy sea waters. 
   All the relevant pontoon materiel was brought to combat readiness ahead 
the scheduled time and has been woking impeccably already for several days since 
29.09.1944, despite stormy seas. Designated number of pontoon-ferries has been 
constantly and efficiently operating according to the initial combat orders. The 
units personnel performs bravely and courageously in the missions.  
 Battalion commander Captain KARELSKIJ personally exercised supervision 
of the operations being present on the docks during embarkment as well as 
disembarkment on the island Muhu. Exhibiting courage and bravery, Captain 
KARELSKIJ led by example and inspired his men for combat feats, which ensured 
the troops and machines transportation to the island Muhu was performed in 
time, despite sever naval conditions. This effort contributed to defeat of the 
Fascist forces and seizure of the island Muhu.  
 For efficient leadership during forced crossing of the Bolshoi Sund strait, for 
courage and bravery, he deserves state award order “PATRIOTIC WAR I CLASS”. 

Commander of 5 heavy motorised pontoon-bridge “Vyborg”  
Kutuzov order III class regiment 

24 November 1944   Guards Lt. Colonel  signature  /GULTYAEV/
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II. Conclusion of the superiors

He deserves order “PATRIOTIC WAR I CLASS”

Commander of the engineer troops of 8 Army  
Lt. Colonel signature /SKATOV/

26 November 1944

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

IV. Conclusion of the Front Military Council
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