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AWARD CITATION 
1. Surname, name and middle name KUCHKA NIKOLAJ TIMOFEEVICH

2. Rank Guards Sr. Lieutenant

3. Position and unit Head of the signalling service of 96 guards bomber 
“Stalingrad” Red Banner aviation regiment.

is recommended for order “RED BANNER”

4. Birth year 1913

5. Nationality Ukrainian

6. In Red Army service since 1935

7. Party membership VKP(b) member since 1942.

9. Participation in combat South-Western and Stalingrad fronts since 22.06.1941; 
Don front 01.12.1943; Central front 22.03.1943; since 
20.10.1943 on 1 Belorussian front.

10. Wounds and contusions None

11. Previous awards Order “Patriotic war I class” by 2 bomber aviation corps 
decree 11/n on 29.01.1943.

12. Home address None

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 During the period of the Patriotic war since June 1941, he flew as an aerial 
gunner and radio operator, and later since August 1943, as the head of the 
signalling service of an aviation squadron. After his previous award, he made 
further 40 successful combat missions, in which he engaged the enemy fighter 
aircrafts 12 times. He exhibits brave and courageous conduct in combats. He is 
always one of the first to spot the enemy in the air and reports it to the friendly 
force. He excellently mastered the radio station and the armament of the Pe-2 
aircraft type. He conducts effective coordination and control of the escort fighter 
aircrafts over a radio channel, which ensured effective cover to the bombers and 
good mission results. He dedicates a lot of effort to combat training of young 
freshman aerial gunners and radio operators, such that they achieve good combat 
skills in handling radio and machine-guns.  
 He flies in the crew: aviation squadron commander pilot Guards Major 
SUBBOTIN (bestowed twice with “Red Banner” order, “Patriotic war II class” order, 
and order “Aleksander Nevsky” for his leadership of the aviation squadron), 
bombardier of the aviation squadron Hero of Soviet Union Guards Captain 
KRUPIN (bestowed twice with “Lenin” order, “Red Star” and “Red Banner” orders). 
Here a some combat episodes: 
 On 17.01.1943, in the crew of the leader’s wingman aircraft (9 aircraft 
formation led by Gu. Mj. SUBBOTIN), they bombarded enemy troops and 
equipment in the settlement Gumrak. Comrade KUCHKA held radio contact with 
the fighter escort. On the approach to the target zone, the enemy fighter planes 
attempted an attack on the bomber formation. But comrade KUCHKA spotted 
them in proper time and relayed the intelligence to our escort fighter planes, who 
prevented the enemy from closing with our bombers. Thus, he ensured the 
accomplishment of the mission and prevented our losses. 
 In the mission for bombardment of the retreating enemy force in the 
settlement Selechnya (north of town Sevsk), our bomber formation was met over 
the target by intensive AA fire. Comrade KUCHKA opened intensive return fire, 

Re
d 

Ba
nn

er
 



citation ORB 134090 KUCHKA all lines are to be filled in  

thus showing example to other aerial gunners, who suppressed the enemy low 
caliber AA firing positions. Our aircrafts suffered no losses an successfully 
accomplished the mission. By the bombs and machine-gun fire, they destroyed 22 
trucks and damaged 10 (photograph №150). 
 On 12.01.1944, in the crew of the leading aircraft (9 Pe-2 aircrafts 
formation led by Gu. Mj. SUBBOTIN), they bombarded the enemy troops and 
equipment in the settlement Kalinkovichi. Comrade KUCHKA guided the fighter 
escort. Comrade KUCHKA held radio contact with the fighter escort and 
maintained coordination among the bombers by radio channel. On their approach 
to the target, he was the first to spot the enemy fighter planes, which he 
immediately reported by radio to the other bombers as well as to the fighter 
escort. The enemy fighter attack was frustrated. Excellent mission results 
(confirmed by photography and personally by a commission on the ground). 
 On 16.01.1944, in the same crew, they bombarded enemy artillery and 
mortar batteries near the settlement Ozarichi. The bomber formation was 
subjected to intensive AA fire over the target. The precise fire of the aerial gunners 
suppressed the enemy low caliber AA firing positions, and the bomber formation 
made several bomb runs at the target with excellent mission results (confirmed by 
the photos №19-20). 
 The effectiveness of the aviation regiment missions is confirmed by the 
photography and the operative reports, held at the regiment headquarters, as well 
as the local population testimonies and by commissions on the ground. 
 For successful execution of the combat missions against the German 
invaders, for personal courage and bravery, he deserves state award order “RED 
BANNER”. 

Commander of 96 Guards bomber “Stalingrad” Red Banner aviation regiment 
14 August 1944  Guards Colonel  signature  /YAKOBSON/ 

He deserves to be bestowed with order “RED BANNER” 
Commander of 301 Guards bomber “Gomel” aviation regiment 

14 August 1944  Colonel  signature  /FEDORENKO/

He deserves order “RED BANNER”

Commander of 3 bomber aviation “Bobruysk” Suvorov order corps 
16 August 1944  Mj. General of airforce signature /KARAVATSKY/

He deserves order “RED BANNER”

Commander of the signalling troops of 16 Airforce 
24 August 1944  Colonel signature /IGNATIEV/ 

Award record 

Awarded with order “RED BANNER” by the decree # 139/n issued by  
16 Airforce on 14 September 1944. 

Head of the 2nd section of personnel department of 16 Airforce 
04 October 1944  Captain signature /UPYR’/
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