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Surname, name and middle name ZHIRNOV MIKHAIL NIKOLAEVICH
Rank Lt. Colonel

Position and unit Commander of 723 rifle regiment, 395 rifle “Taman”
Red Banner Suvorov order division.

is recommended for order “SUVOROV III CLASS”

Birth year 1904
Nationality Ukrainian
Party membership VKP(b) member 1929

Participation in the civil war, later in [n Patriotic war since 22.06.1941
defencle3 of USSR, in Patriotic war

Wounds and contusions Wounded in September 1943

In Red Army service since 1935

Drafted by which induction station = Semyonovsky military commissariat, Poltava region.

Previous awards Order “Red Banner” decree #055 issued on 08.11.1942
by Black Sea group of forces; order “Red Banner”
decree #0105 issued on 10.10.1943 by 56 army.

Awardee’s and his family permanent intentionally obscured
home address

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

During the preparation for the offensive, Lt. Colonel ZHIRNOV properly
organised and trained his officer and enlisted men staff, and achieved proper
military discipline.

During the offensive operation since 24.12.1943, comrade ZHIRNOV
personally commanded his regiment on the battlefield. He was always informed of
the combat situation, was aware of the enemy intent and the enemy’s weaknesses.

On 05.01.1944, comrade ZHIRNOV organised and conducted by the local
means river crossing over the river Gnilopyat. Then advancing swiftly, he cut off
the railway line and the main road from Shepetovka, cutting off the enemy retreat
route. As the result of this strike, over 200 enemy troops and much of the enemy
military equipment was destroyed.

In the combat engagement near the settlement Radzivilovka, he conducted a
flanking manoeuvre, destroying 3 tanks, 2 armoured personnel carriers, 1 self-
propelled gun, and other materiel. He also captured: 1 tank, 60 rifles, captured 25
Hitlerites.

During the offensive operation, comrade ZHIRNOV was all the time on the
enemy pursuit overcoming and destroying the enemy block posts.

For good combat organisation and initiative, for the skill of swift attack and
destruction of the enemy forces, comrade ZHIRNOV deserves state award order
“SUVOROV III CLASS”.

Commégder of 396 rifle “Taman” Red Banner Suvorov order
Colonel | | signature = /VOROZHISCHEV/
10 January 1944 \\"
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II. Conclusion of the superiors

He deserves order “SUVOROV III CLASS”

Commander of 22 rifle corps
‘Guards Mj. General signature [ZAKHAROV/

14 January 1944

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

He deserves order “SUVOROV III CLASS”

Commander 18 army Military council member of 18 army
Col. General signature Mj. General signature
/LESELIDZE/ /KOLONIN/

15 January 1944

IV. Conclusion of the Front Military Council

V. Conclusion of the award commission

VI. Award record

Awarded with order “SUVOROV III CLASS” by the decree #043/n issued by
1 Ukrainian front on 03 March 1944.

Head of personnel department
Major of army service corps signature [SAZHIENKO/



citation oSuvlll 8863 ZHIRNOV all lines are to be filled in




citation oSuvlll 8863 ZHIRNOV all lines are to be filled in




