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AWARD CITATION

Surname, name and middle ZHIRNOV MIKHAIL NIKOLAEVICH

name

Rank

Position and unit

Colonel

Commander of 723 rifle Red Star order regiment, 395 rifle
“Taman” Red Banner Suvorov order division.

is recommended for order “RED BANNER”

Birth year
Nationality
Party membership

Participation in the civil
war, later in defence of
USSR, in Patriotic war

Wounds and contusions
In Red Army service since

Drafted by which induction
station

Previous awards

1904
Ukrainian
VKP(b) member 1929

In Patriotic war:

Southern front and Trans-Caucasus front: 06.1941 - 11.1942;

1 Ukrainian front since 11.1942.
Wounded 06.1941, 08.1942, 09.1943.
08.1935

Semyonovsky military commissariat, Poltava region.

Order “Red Banner” decree #055 issued on 08.11.1942 by

all lines are to be filled in
Bestowed by the decree on 26 March 194§

Black Sea group of forces; order “Red Banner” decree #0105
issued on 10.10.1943 by 56 army; order “Suvorov III class”
decree #043 issued on 03.03.1944 by Ukrainian front; order
“Aleksander Nevsky” decree #051 issued on 24.08.1944 by 1
Ukrainian front; order “Red Banner” decree #89 issued on
25.03.1945 by 13 army;

Awardee’s and his family

intentionally obscured
permanent home address Y

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

During the offensive operation since 20.04.1945, colonel ZHIRNOV
exhibited exceptional courage and military skill in conducting offensives and
defending against intensive enemy attacks. The regiment was engaged in the
combat actions, especially defending and extending the bridgehead on the western
bank of the river Neisse, as well as in the elimination of the enemy pocket in the
vicinity of the village Kausche (west of the town Spremberg).

In the fight against this enemy pocket, colonel ZHIRNOV had the objective
to destroy the encircled enemy force. Rolling out the regimental artillery on open
sight positions, he suppressed the enemy firing points located in the forest 1km
north of Kausche. He personally commanded the artillery units in the field.

In this battle, colonel ZHIRNOV utilised all sorts of military tactics: such
that 723 rifle regiment fought against the enemy force of up to 2 regiments
supported by 15 heavy tanks and SPGs, which were trying to break through to the
north. The regiment also engaged a group of enemy troops up to 1000 men with
armour and APCs support, which was attempting to advance in the eastern
direction into Petershain and later join the enemy in the forest north of Kausche.
Having made a plan for a flanking strike, colonel ZHIRNOV deceived the enemy by
demonstrating activity along the frontline by 2 companies. The rest of the
regiment flanked the enemy and with a swift attack completely overcame and
destroyed the encircled enemy force.
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In this battle, the enemy sustained the following losses: 1500 troops as killed and
wounded, over 860 enemy troops captured. On top of that, 43 APCs, 11 self-
propelled guns, 18 pieces of 203mm artillery, 46 guns of other calibers, 8 tanks,
28 machine-guns, 800 rifles, 200 submachine guns were destroyed.

In constant offensive operations, colonel ZHIRNOV acted many times
courageously inspiring his troops offensive spirit.

For personal bravery exhibited in combat, for skilful military command of
his regiment, he deserves state award order “RED BANNER”.

Comrhander 0f 395 rifle “Taman” Red Banner Suvorov order
- Guards:Colonel signature @ /KORUSEVICH/
“ 7 April 1943

Conclusion of the superiors

He-deserves order “RED BANNER”

Cothmander of 24 rifle corps
Guards Mj. General signature /ONUPRIENKO/

27 April 1945

Conclusion of Army Military Council

He deserves order “RED BANNER”

Commander 13 army Military council member of 13 army
Col. General signature Mj. General signature
/PUKHOV/ /KOZLOV/
11 May 1945

Bestowed with order “RED BANNER” by the decree #157 /n issued by
13 army on 13 May 1945.
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