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AWARD CITATION 
1. Surname, name and middle name MISHUSTIN VASILIJ IVANOVICH

2. Rank Guards Major

3. Position and unit Aviation squadron commander, 88 Guards fighter 
“Krakow” Bogdan Khmelnitsky order regiment.

is recommended for the highest state honour - title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION”

4. Birth year 1916

5. Nationality Russian

6. Party membership VKP(b) member 1942

7. Participation in the civil war and later 
in defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

In Patriotic war since 22.06.1941

8. Wounds and contusions Light wounds: 01.08.1942, 19.12.1942, 03.09.1943.  

9. In Red Army service since 1937

10. Drafted by which induction station Magnitogorsk town military commissariat.

11. Previous awards Order “Red Banner” 05.11.1941; order “Lenin” 
03.10.1942; order “Red Banner” 22.07.1943;  
order “Aleksander Nevsky” 22.02.1945.

12. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 In the course of the Patriotic war from 22.06.1941 till 02.02.1945, comrade 
MISHUSTIN made 366 combat missions and achieved 15 air victories, earning 
order “Lenin”, two orders “Red Banner”, and order “Aleksander Nevsky”. 
 From the date of his latest award on 02.02.1945 and until 10.03.1945, 
comrade MISHUSTIN made further 22 combat missions, participating in 2 air 
battles, in which he achieved 1 personal air victory over a Fw-190.  
 Comrade MISHUSTIN is an excellent fighter pilot, who exhibits high piloting 
class, courage and bravery during the combat engagements. His combat career 
shines with many victories, despite the enemy numerical superiority. Such as:  
 On 01.08.1942, comrade MISHUSTIN was a group leader of 5 Lagg-3 
aircrafts, flying an escort mission for our ground assault aircrafts near the town 
Maykop. Over the target sector, 4 Me-109 attempted an attack at our IL-2, but our 
pilots under the command of comrade MISHUSTIN managed to fend off all the 
enemy attacks shooting down 2 Me-109 and ensuring, that our bombers could 
accomplish their mission. 
 On the return leg of the mission, comrade MISHUSTIN spotted a group of 10 
Me-110 assaulting the rail station Georgievsk. Comrade MISHUSTIN sent a radio 
message, ordering 2 our aircrafts to continue their escort mission, but he and 6 
others Lagg-3 attacked the enemy. In this air battle, he personally shot down 1 
and his group 3 Me-110 aircrafts.  
 While continuing his mission, comrade MISHUSTIN was suddenly attacked 
by 2 Me-109. In the course of this third air battle, MISHUSTIN’s ammunitions ran 
out. But despite that, he accepted the engagement and made a decision to ram a 
Me-109 in a head to head attack. The enemy failed to evade and MISHUSTIN’s 
wing rammed the enemy aircraft, which crushed into the ground with the pilot.
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Comrade MISHUSTIN aircraft also caught on fire, which engulfed the cockpit, and 
he jumped out with parachute. 
 On 03.06.1943, comrade MISHUSTIN in a group of 6 La-5 fighter aircrafts 
blocked the enemy airfield in Mikoyanovka (Kharkov sector) and didn’t allow a 
single enemy plane to take off the ground. This effort enabled an effective strike of 
our bombers and fighter planes against this airfield. The enemy called assistance 
by radio from a neighbouring airfield. 20 Me-109 appeared over Mikoyanovka and 
our brave 6 La-5 engaged them in an uneven fight, shooting down 5 planes during 
the battle. Personally, comrade MISHUSTIN shot 2 enemy aircrafts and suffered 
no losses in his aircraft group. 
 Comrade MISHUSTIN’s combat career is full of such heroic examples.  
 In total during the Patriotic war from 22.06.1941 till 10.03.1945, comrade 
MISHUSTIN made 388 combat missions and participated in 68 air battles, in 
which he achieved 16 air victories: 2 Ju-88, 2 Ju-87, 9 Me-109, 1 Fw-190, 1 
He-111, 1 Me-110. He also contributed to 8 group victories: 1 Ju-87, 5 He-111, 1 
Fw-189, 1 He-126. 
 Attacking the enemy ground troops, he destroyed: 13 trucks with troops 
and ammunition, 2 steamers, 17 rail wagons, 2 fuel rail cars, 1 bridge, and up to 
175 enemy troops. 
 As an aviation squadron commander, comrade MISHUSTIN leads his pilots 
by personnel example of courage and bravery. In the period of his command from 
03.07.1942 till 10.03.1945, squadron made 1838 combat sorties and engaged in 
163 air battles, in which 81 enemy aircrafts were shot down. As the result of 
ground strikes, 8 steamers, 48 rail wagons, 54 trucks, 8 fuel rail cars, 18 horse 
carriages, 3 depots, 3 bridges, 1 soldiers club with enemy troops inside were 
destroyed.  
 He hasn’t been in an encirclement nor in enemy captivity. He remains in 
active duty. 
 For exemplary execution of the combat missions on the front of struggle 
against the German invaders, for exhibited courage and bravery, for personal 16 
air victories, he deserves state award - title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION”. 

Commander of 88 Guards fighter “Krakow” Bogdan Khmelnitsky order regiment 
19 March 1945   Guards Lt. Colonel  signature  /ZLYGOSTEV/ 

II. Conclusion of the superiors

Comrade MISHUSTIN deserves title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION” 
Commander of 8 Guards “Kiev” Red Banner aviation division 

23 March 1945  Guards Colonel signature /DAVIDKOV/

He deserves title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION” 
Commander of 5 fighter “Lviv” Red Banner aviation corps 

27 March 1945   Guards Colonel signature /MACHIN/

He deserves title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION” 
Commander of 2 airforce 

01 April 1945   Col. General signature /KRASOVSKY/
Bestowed with title  

“Hero of Soviet Union” 
With “Lenin” order and “Gold Star” medal 

Decree 27.05.1945 
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