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AWARD CITATION 
1. Surname, name and middle name DEREVYANKO IVAN KHARITONOVICH

2. Rank Guards Captain

3. Position and unit Artillery squadron commander,  
12 Guards mechanised brigade.

is recommended for order “ALEKSANDER NEVSKY”

4. Birth year 1920

5. Nationality Ukrainian

6. Party membership VKP(b) member since 1942

7. Participation in the civil war and 
later in defence of USSR, in 
Patriotic war

Western front 16.12.1941 - 20.09.1942; 
Southern front 22.12.1942 - 06.02.1943; 
Steppe front 06.10.1943 - 26.12.1943; 
1 Ukrainian front since 01.02.1945.

8. Wounds and contusions 3 light wounds 31.12.1942; 14.08.1943; 28.08.1943. 

9. In Red Army service since Since 1939

10. Drafted by which induction station Gadiach district military commissariat, Poltava region.

11. Previous awards Two orders “Patriotic war II class”, order “Red Star”, medal 
“For Stalingrad defence”.

12. Awardee’s and his family 
permanent home address

intentionally obscured 

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 In the battle for the town Calau on 20 April 1945, comrade DEREVYANKO 
commanded his artillery squadron. The enemy Faustpatrone armed troops and 
submachine-gunners were inhibiting advance of our infantry. Disregarding his 
safety under the enemy artillery-mortar barrage and machine-gun fire, he was 
among his field troops and took his guns to an open sights position, firing point 
blank at the enemies fortified in the buildings. In this combat engagement, his 
artillery destroyed 5 enemy machine-guns and up to 50 troops, which enabled our 
troops in capturing the northern side of the town. 
 During 26-27 April 1945, the battle for the town Beelitz was unfolding as an 
uneven street fight, in which the enemy counter-attacked 7 times. With a bold 
daring move, he rolled his guns into an open sigh position. Skilfully manoeuvring 
the guns and risking greatly his life with his troops on the battlefield, Guards Cpt. 
DEREVYANKO fired point blank and eliminated the pressing enemy infantry. His 
guns eliminated up to 120 enemy troops and frustrated the enemy attack.  
 In the battle for the town Beelitz on 01 May 1945, he was with his troops on 
an open sights positions and 14 times courageously repelled enemy attacks firing 
point blank at the enemy, eliminating up to 300 enemy troops. Having sustained a 
contusion, he remained on the battlefield and continued commanding his troops. 
In the difficult heated combat situations when the squadron was in danger, 
Guards Cpt. DEREVYANKO was always present on the forward line where his 
brave and decisive conduct inspired his men during uneven fights and secured 
the victory. I recommend him to be bestowed with order “ALEKSANDER NEVSKY”. 

Commander of the artillery troops of 12 Guards mechanised brigade 
14 May 1945    Guards Major  signature  /KALZOV/



citation OAN 27536 DEREVYANKO all lines are to be filled in  

He deserves order “ALEKSANDER NEVSKY”

Commander of 12 Guards mechanised brigade 
Guards Colonel signature /BORISENKO/

14 May 1945

He deserves order “ALEKSANDER NEVSKY”

Commander of 5 Guards mechanised corps 
Guards Mj. General of armoured corps signature /ERMAKOV/

15 May 1945

He deserves order “ALEKSANDER NEVSKY”

Commander of 4 Guards tank army 
Twice Hero of Soviet Union 

Guards Col.General 
/LELYUSHENKO/

Military council member of 4 Gu. tank army 
Guards Mj.General  
of armoured corps 

/GULAYEV/

“   ” May 1945

He deserves order “ALEKSANDER NEVSKY”

Commander of the artillery troops of 4 Guards tank armys mechanised brigade 
Guards Colonel signature /BORISENKO/

21 May 1945
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