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AWARD CITATION 

1. Surname, name and middle name ZAKHARCHENKO LEONID KARPOVICH

2. Rank Lieutenant

3. Position and unit Deputy artillery battery commander,  
51 separate machine-gun - artillery battalion. 

is recommended for order “RED BANNER”

4. Birth year 1913

5. Nationality Ukrainian

6. Party membership None party member

7. Participation in the civil war and later in 
defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

Western front 29.06.1941 - 25.07.1941; 
South-Western front since 01.08.1942.

8. Wounds and contusions Wounded 25.07.1941

9. In Red Army service since 1935 - 1937 and since 1941

10. Drafted by which induction station Poltava town military commissariat

11. Previous awards None

12. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 Comrade ZAKHARCHENKO L.K. conducted surveillance and reconnoitered 
the sector for the upcoming reconnaissance operation. He skilfully prepared, 
planned, and executed this combat operation. In the nigh of 27-28 October 1942, 
he received the combat orders and tactically skilfully led a 7 men reconnaissance 
squad into an area behind the enemy line. After initial orientation, they crawled 
towards an enemy stronghold comprised of 6 pillboxes. He ordered a group of 4 
men to flank on the left, while he and 3 others began their operation against the 
Romanian troops on the right flank. The enemy stronghold extended in a sector of 
60-70 meters along the front line.   
 In the first pillbox, they eliminated 15 Romanian troops by an anti-tank  HE 
grenade. In the second and the third pillboxes, about 18 troops including 3 
officers were eliminated. His group demolished 3 pillboxes, eliminated 27 troops, 
and took 1 prisoner back with them to the base. There appeared a group of 30 
enemy soldiers, who were attempting to cut off the retreat route. Realisation of the 
the enemy numerical superiority and the limited available ammunitions forced 
them to liquidate their prisoner and Lt. ZAKHARCHENKO personally blew up 1 
pillbox eliminating over 10 enemy troops.  
 The following booty was captured: 2 light machine-guns and a rifle. The 
reconnaissance squad crossed a lake returning to the home base without any 
casualties nor wounds sustained.  
Conclusion: Comrade ZAKHARCHENKO conducted an act of bravery and heroism 
for the Motherland, inspired his brave 6 men reconnaissance squad, and fulfilled 
his mission. He deserves state award - order “RED BANNER”. 

Commander of 51 separate machine-gun - artillery battalion. 
30 October 1942  Sr.Lieutenant  signature  /TARABAY/

Re
d 
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ar
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II. Conclusion of the superiors

Lt. ZAKHARCHENKO deserves to be bestowed for his bravery and courage 
exhibited in the struggle against the German invaders - order “RED BANNER”

Commander of 76 fortified area 
Colonel signature /SAKSEEV/ 

Chief of staff  of 76 fortified area 
Major signature /LIKHOLETOV/

31 October 1942

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

He deserves order “RED STAR”

Commander of 57 army 
Mj. General signature 

/TOLBUKHIN/

Military council member of 57 army 
Brigadier Commissar signature 

/SUBBOTIN/

15 November 1942

IV. Conclusion of the Front Military Council

V. Conclusion of the award commission

VI. Award record 

By the decree # 0123/n issued by 57 Army  

on 16 November 1942 bestowed with Order “RED STAR” 

Head of the 2nd section of the personnel department.  

Major  signature /KRYLOV/ 
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