
citation ORB 48801 ZAVALINICH all lines are to be filled in  

AWARD CITATION 

Surname, name and middle name ZAVALINICH FEDOR ANTONOVICH

Rank Captain

Position and unit Deputy aviation squadron commander, 
455 long range aviation regiment,  
36 aviation division.

is recommended for order “LENIN”

1. Birth year 1909

2. Nationality Ukrainian

3. In Red Army service since 1933

4. Party membership VKP(b) member since 1939

5. Participation in combat (where, when) None

6. Wounds and contusions None

7. Previous awards None

8. Drafted by which induction station Novo-Moskva district military commissariat,  
Rostov region.

9. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

Town Chkalov, Kozakovskaya str. 23. 

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 He is devoted to the cause of the Lenin-Stalin party and the Socialist 
Motherland. He is ideologically reliable and politically educated. He has been 
participating in the Patriotic war against the German invaders since 22 June 
1941. In this period, he conducted 62 successful combat sorties. During his 
service in the long range aviation, he made 36 night combat sorties. He conducted 
air raids against the railway infrastructure at the towns: Riga, Polotsk, Pskov, 
Vyazma, Kaluga. On the Northern front, he had missions against the enemy 
airfields Lakselven and Tromsø, the sea port Hammerfest. He conducted 14 
successful air raids against the enemy field troops (forward line, armour, 
motorised columns) on the Western and Kalinin fronts. He flew in the crew with 
the navigator Cpt. POTAPOV, aerial gunner and radio operator Sr.Sgt. 
ALKHIMENKO, aerial gunner Pvt. BIZUNOV. In his role as the deputy aviation 
squadron commander, captain ZAVALINICH many times led a flight or a squadron 
(9 aircrafts) into missions. He always successfully accomplished his combat 
missions and was a master of organising his group defence against the enemy 
fighter aircrafts. On many occasions, he exhibited his courage and bravery in the 
engagements against the German fighters aircrafts. He always returned victorious 
having delivered a deadly strike against the enemy troops and equipment. 
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On 12 July 1941, in the mission against the rail junction in Riga town, his aircraft 
was hit by the AA fire. Exercising his persistence, courage, and determination, he 
managed to fly his damaged aircraft back and land it successfully at his home 
base. On 26 July 1941, he was assigned to lead a flight as part of a squadron (9 
aircrafts) with the task to deliver a strike against the enemy motorised troops and 
armour in the town Bely. After the strike, the flight was attacked my the enemy 
Me-109 fighter planes. But combining effectively manoeuvres in the air with 
coordinated aerial defensive fire, they shot down 1 enemy Me-109 and the rest of 
the enemy retreated without any success. On 14 September 1941, in the air raid 
against the enemy troops concentration in the settlement LYCHKOVO, his bomber 
released the bomb load, but was unexpectedly attacked by 3 Me-110. As the 
result of this, his plane was hit, but thanks to ZAVALINICH’s bravery and effective 
air manoeuvring, he managed to evade further enemy attacks, bring the aircraft 
back, and land it successfully on his home airfield. 08 September 1941, he flew 
alone a daylight mission against an enemy motorised troops and armour  column 
approaching town Tula. His crew excellently performed in this mission. Captain 
ZAVALINICH has been serving in 455 aviation regiment since April 1942 and 
proved himself as an excellent pilot. In the short period available, he mastered 
well the night operations and piloting of IL-4 aircraft. Since 04 September 1942, 
he has been flying night combat missions. During this period, he made 36 
successful combat sorties. He flies in the crew with the navigator Lt. GOLOV, 
aerial gunner and radio operator Sr.Sgt. ALKHIMENKO, aerial gunner Sgt. 
BEISIKEEV. Many times, he performed the most important missions - weather 
reconnaissance missions. Captain ZAVALINICH always performs excellently his 
missions and in any weather conditions. In this period, he made 5 combat sorties 
against the enemy troop concentrations near Stalingrad, 7 successful combat 
sorties against the enemy airfields in Alakurtti (Polar region). He made 20 combat 
sorties against the railway junction and the fortifications near Smolensk, Kolodni, 
Vitebsk, Olenkino, Osuga, Novo-Sokolniki, Sychevka, and 4 combat sorties 
against the enemy airfields near the settlements Gribochki and Kresty. With his 
confidence and persistence, Cpt. ZAVALINICH inspires the whole personnel for the 
best performance in their missions against the German Fascism. While doing his 
combat work, Cpt. ZAVALINICH also trained 5 freshman pilots, who currently fly 
night missions. He is disciplined and demanding towards himself and the 
subordinates. He enjoys well deserved respect among the troops.  
 For successful execution of the combat missions against the German 
invaders and for exhibited courage and bravery, comrade ZAVALINICH deserves 
state award  - order “LENIN”. 

Commander of 455 long range aviation regiment 
Major  signature  /KABOTAEV/ 

Signed for the Chief of Staff of 455 long range aviation regiment 
07 February 1943   Captain  signature  /GORODETSKY/  
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