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AWARD CITATION 
Surname, name and middle name LABUTIN ALEKSEJ ALEKSANDROVICH

Rank Sr. Lieutenant

Position and unit Deputy commander of the 1st aviation squadron, 
523 fighter aviation regiment.

is recommended for the title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION”

1. Birth year 1914

2. Nationality Russian

3. In Red Army service since 1936

4. Party membership VKP(b) member 1942

5. Participation in the civil war and later in 
defence of USSR, in Patriotic war

Against the German Fascism on the Leningrad 
front during 04.10.1941-01.01.1942 and on the 
Western front since 20.06.1942. 

6. Wounds and contusions Wounded 7 times

7. Previous awards None

8. Drafted by which induction station Isovskij military commissariat, Penza region.

9. Awardee’s and his family permanent 
home address

intentionally obscured 

I. Brief and specific description of the personal feat or merits

 Senior Lieutenant LABUTIN conducted 73 combat sorties during his service 
on the Leningrad front in the period 04.10.1941 - 26.12.1941. Of these missions: 
40 ground strike missions, 15 protective cover to the ground troops. He was 
engaged in 18 air battles. The effectiveness of his ground strikes was confirmed by 
the commanders of 54 Army, such that LABUTIN received a commendation for his 
effort. The ground strike missions resulted in the following damage to the enemy: 
20 machine guns and AA cannons were suppressed, 5 artillery positions 
destroyed, eliminated up to a battalion of enemy troops. 

 According to the directive issued by the Peoples Commissariat of Defence, 
comrade LABUTIN was twice recommended for a state award (first time for “Red 
Banner” order, and the second time for “Lenin” order). But because the 
headquarters of the army aviation group were subjected to the enemy attack, it 
appears the documents have been lost and the veteran has not been bestowed yet.  

 During the period of his service in 234 fighter aviation regiment (1 Airforce) 
from 20.06.1942 till 10.07.1942, comrade LABUTIN conducted 30 combat 
missions: 

 11 - protective cover to the ground troops; 

 2 - escorting our ground assault aircrafts; 

 14 - for ground strike and bomb missions; 
 3 - air patrol.
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 He has participated in 9 air battles. He personally shot down 1 enemy 
aircraft Ju-88. And in a group - 2 Ju-88s. In the air battles, he proved to be an 
exceptionally brave pilot. Despite enemy superiority, he engaged in an air fight 
against 5 Me-109 and 1 Ju-88 and came victorious out of this engagement. 

 On 10 July 1942, he encountered 5 times as numerous enemy group of 
Me-109s and Ju-88. LABUTIN kept in the engagement for 20 minutes. He was 
wounded 6 times in the legs and the arms, but nonetheless remained in the fight. 
Even when a projectile fragment severed his eye and the blood poured down the 
face, he remained in the air battle until after the German vultures were scattered. 
Bleeding, he brought his aircraft back to the base and successfully landed loosing 
consciousness after that on the ground. For exhibited exceptional courage and 
bravery in the struggle against the German invaders, he deserves state award - 
title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION” accompanied with bestowal by order “LENIN” and 
the medal “GOLD STAR”. 

Commander of      Commissar of  
523 fighter aviation regiment   523 fighter aviation regiment 
 Major signature    Batt. Commissar signature 

/GOLUBOV/     /AVDOKHIN/ 

“   ” July 1942

II. Conclusion of the superiors

He deserves the title “HERO OF SOVIET UNION” accompanied with bestowal by 
order “LENIN” and the medal “GOLD STAR”

Commander of  
234 fighter aviation division 

Colonel signature 
/NEMTSEVICH/

Commissar of  
234 fighter aviation division 

Regimental Commissar signature 
/GORSHKOV/

16 July 1942

III. Conclusion of Army Military Council

He deserves to be bestowed with the highest state award - “LENIN” order

Commander of 1 Airforce 
Mj. General of Airforce signature 

/KHUDYAKOV/

Commissar of 1 Airforce 
Brigadier Commissar signature 

/LITVINENKO/

“   ” ………. 1945

IV. Conclusion of the Front Military Council
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