Record card

Record card

Order booklet nr. A-800150
1. Last name: Shcherbak
2. First name and patronymic: Leonid Pavlovich
3. Military rank: Sergeant
4. Sex: Male

5. Year of birth: 1923
6. Place of birth: City of Melitopol, Zaporozhe Province
7. Party membership (since which year): Member of the Communist Party since January 1944
8. Education: Elementary
9. Nationality: Ukrainian
10. Since which year in the Red Army: Since August 1941
11. Place of service (name of the unit) and position occupied at the time of the award: Reconnaissance squad leader in the Headquarters Battery of the 936th Artillery Regiment, 362nd Rifle Division
12. Current place of service and position: Reconnaissance squad leader in the Headquarters Battery of the 936th Howitzer Artillery Regiment, 39th Guards Rifle Division
13. Home address of the recipient: 102 Komintern Street, city of Melitopol, Zaporozhe Province
14. List of all awards he received:

	Name of the order or medal
	Serial number
	Number of the document
	Ground of award

	Medal for Courage
	801773
	Temporary certificate nr. A-715952
	Order of the 936th Artillery Regiment, 362nd Rifle Division nr. 021/N of April 2, 1944

	Order of Glory, 3rd Class
	205574
	Temporary certificate nr. G-610908
	Order of the 362nd Rifle Division nr. 0103/N of September 19, 1944

	Order of Glory, 2nd Class
	15428
	Temporary certificate nr. Ye-413554
	Order of the 33rd Army, 1st Belorussian Front nr. 072 of March 26, 1945

	Order of the Red Star
	2153072
	Temporary certificate nr. Z-786926
	Order of the 362nd Rifle Division nr. 046/N of May 20, 1945

	Medal for the Victory over Germany in the Great Patriotic War of 1941–1945
	/
	Permanent certificate nr. 00015509
	Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR of May 9, 1945


Signature of the recipient: [signed]

I confirm the correctness of the data and the signature of the awardee (position and signature):

Commanding officer of the 936th Howitzer Artillery Regiment
Lieutenant Colonel [signed] /Khalimonchuk/
January 30, 1946
Order
Scret

Copy nr. 2
Order

Of the 33rd Army
– On the bestowal of decorations –
March 26, 1945 – Nr. 072/N – 1st Belorussian Front
On behalf of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, for the exemplary execution of combat missions at the front in the struggle with the German invaders and the valor and bravery displayed in the process, I award:

The Order of Glory, 2nd Class to:
[…]

5. Junior Sergeant Leonid Pavlovich Shcherbak, reconnaissance squad leader in the Staff Battery of the 936th Artillery Regiment, 362nd Rifle Division
[…]

Commanding officer of the 33rd Army

Member of the Military Council
Colonel General [signed] /Tsvetayev/

Major General [signed] /Babiychuk/
Artillery commander

of the 33rd Army
Lieutenant General of the Artillery

[signed] /Bodrov/

Interim chief of the Personnel Section of the Artillery of the 33rd Army
Major [signed] /Grachov/

Award citation
Award citation
1. Last name, first name, and patronymic: Shcherbak, Leonid Pavlovich
2. Rank: Junior Sergeant
3. Position and unit: Reconnaissance squad leader in the Staff Battery of the 936th Artillery Regiment, 362nd Verkhnedneprovsk Red Banner Rifle Division
Nominated for: Order of the Patriotic War, 1st Class
4. Year of birth: 1923
5. Nationality: Ukrainian
6. Party affiliation: Member of the Communist Party since 1944, membership card nr. 6248356
7. Service in the Civil War, the subsequent combat actions to defend the USSR, and the Patriotic War (where and when): In the Patriotic War since November 15, 1941; Southern Front from November 15, 1941 to May 10, 1942; Crimean Front from May 10, 1942 to April 11, 1943; Bryansk Front from April 11, 1943 to September 20, 1943; Central Front from September 20, 1943 to October 17, 1943; and Belorussian Front since October 17, 1943
8. Wounds and contusions received during the Patriotic War: Severely wounded on September 20, 1943
9. Since when in the Red Army: Since August 23, 1941
10. Drafted by which military commissariat: Military Commissariat of Melitopol District, Zaporozhe Province
11. Previous awards (for which achievements): Medal for Courage by Order of the 936th Artillery Regiment, 362nd Red Banner Rifle Division nr. 021/N of April 2, 1944 and Order of Glory, 3rd Class by Order of the 362nd Verkhnedneprovsk Red Banner Rifle Division nr. 0103/N of September 19, 1944
12. Permanent home address of the prospective awardee and his family’s address: _______________

Brief, concrete description of his feat of arms or achievements:

During the preparations for breaking through the enemy defenses on the western bank of the Vistula River, comrade Shcherbak put a great deal of effort into locating enemy firepower. He spotted 6 machine-gun positions, 1 mortar battery, 1 105-mm battery, and 2 wooden bunkers.
During the massed artillery strike of January 14, 1945 all these targets were suppressed by our artillery fire, thus ensuring the infantry could successfully push forward.
While advancing in the Mszadla Nowa area, comrade Shcherbak came across an enemy unit. Skillfully leading his squad and engaging in battle, comrade Shcherbak killed as many as 15 Germans with his personal weapon and grenades and took 3 prisoners.

During the capture of the city of Pleszew on January 24, 1945 comrade Shcherbak, who was present among the infantry’s forward units, risked his life under heavy enemy fire and spotted a group of Germans preparing for a counterattack as well as 2 machine-gun positions. Owing to his prompt report and because fire was opened quickly, the enemy group was dispersed, the machine-gun positions were suppressed, and the enemy counterattack was frustrated.
He deserves to be nominated for the Order of the Patriotic War, 1st Class.

Commanding officer of the 936th Artillery Regiment
Guards Lieutenant Colonel [signed] /Savchenko/

February 12, 1945
He deserves to be awarded the Order of the Patriotic War, 2nd Class.
Artillery commander of the 362nd Verkhnedneprovsk Red Banner Rifle Division
Lieutenant Colonel [signed] /Pugachov/

February 18, 1945
He deserves to be awarded the Order of Glory, 2nd Class.
Commanding officer of the 362nd Verkhnedneprovsk Red Banner Rifle Division
Major General [signed] /Yenshin/
February 19, 1944 [sic]
He deserves to be awarded the Order of Glory, 2nd Class.
Commanding officer of the 62nd Neman Rifle Corps
Guards Major General [signed] /Vorobyov/

February 26, 1945

He deserves to be awarded the Order of Glory, 2nd Class.
Artillery commander of the 33rd Army

Lieutenant General of the Artillery [signed] /Bodrov/

March 23, 1945

Awarded the Order of Glory, 2nd Class by Order of the 33rd Army nr. 072/N of March 26, 1945.
Senior assistant chief of the Personnel Section of the Artillery of the 33rd Army

Guards Captain [signed] /Lovushkin/
