Record card

Record card of an award recipient
Last name: Zakurayev
First name: Matvei
Patronymic: Sergeyevich
Rank: Junior Commander [Sergeant]
Position and unit: Assistant first sergeant of the 5th Company, 131st Rifle Regiment, 71st Rifle Division
Awarded:

	Awarded which order of medal
	Date of the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR
	Awarded for what

	Medal for Courage
	Order nr. 024 of January 9, 1942
	For the fighting with German fascism

	
	
	

	
	[Stamped: Award issued]
	

	
	
	


Home address: Karelian Front. Wounded
Biographical details:
1. Year of birth: 1906
2. Place of birth: 
3. Party membership and duration: 
4. Nationality: 
5. Period of service in the Red Army: 
6. Award documents are located in file nr.: 

Awards issued:

	Order or medal
	Date of issue
	Place of issue
	Serial number of the order or medal
	Number of the award document
	Remarks

	Medal for Courage
	February 26, 1942
	Karelian Front
	33841
	29093
	


Other remarks: 

Order
Secret

Copy nr. 2
Order

Of the Karelian Front
January 9, 1942 – Nr. 024 – City of Belomorsk
On behalf of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, for the exemplary execution of combat missions at the front in the struggle with the German invaders and the valor and bravery displayed in the process, I award:

[…]

The Medal for Courage to:
[…]

4. Squad Leader [Junior Sergeant] Matvei Sergeyevich Zakurayev, assistant first sergeant of the 5th Company, 131st Rifle Regiment, 71st Rifle Division
[…]

Army commander



Members of the Military Council
Lieutenant General




[signed] /Frolov/



Corps Commissar [Lieutenant General]






[signed] /Zheltov/






Brigade Commissar [Brigadier General]







[signed] /Kuprianov/

Front chief of staff
Major General
[signed] /Skvirsky/

Award citation
All fields to be filled out fully

Award citation
Last name, first name, and patronymic: Zakurayev, Matvei Sergeyevich
Military rank: Squad Leader [Junior Sergeant]
Position and unit: Assistant first sergeant of the 5th Company, 131st Rifle Regiment, 71st Rifle Division
Nominated for: Medal for Courage
1. Year of birth: 1906
2. Nationality: Russian
3. Since when in the Red Army: 1941
4. Party affiliation: Not a member
5. Combat service (where and when): No
6. Wounds and contusions received: Wounded on September 12, 1941
7. Previous awards (for which achievements): No
8. Drafted by which military commissariat: Military Commissariat of Shuya District, Ivanovo Province
9. Permanent home address (of the prospective awardee or his family): _______________

Brief, concrete description of his feat of arms or achievements:

On August 21, 1941, during the fighting near the village of Suoyarvi, comrade Zakurayev put together a group of soldiers from the remnants of the 5th and 6th Rifle Companies. Possessing just one light machine gun, he did battle with the enemy for 12 hours. When the battalion withdrew along with Lieutenant Plyaskin’s group, comrade Zakurayev conducted reconnaissance for 9 days on end, inspiring his troops through his personal bravery and courage.
After the unit’s retreat, the squad leader showed up at his unit and just like before started continuously delivering provisions under enemy fire to his unit at its frontline positions. During the fighting on September 12, 1941 comrade Zakurayev was wounded in his head by two pieces of shrapnel, but he did not leave the battlefield and refused to visit the medical aid station. Only after the battle was he sent away for treatment upon the battalion commander’s orders.
For the audacity, bravery, and courage he displayed in battle he deserves the Medal for Courage.
Commanding officer of the



Military commissar
131st Rifle Regiment




Battalion Commissar [Major]

Major [signed] /Syedin/



[signed] /Starostin/
Regimental chief of staff

Senior Lieutenant

[signed] /Lyubimov/

He deserves the Medal for Courage.

Commanding officer of the



Military commissar
71st Rifle Division




Senior Battalion Commissar

Colonel





[Lieutenant Colonel]

[signed] /Pepelyayev/




[signed] /Baryshnikov/

Division chief of staff

Major [signed] /Sivers/

November 26, 1941
He deserves the Medal for Courage.

Commanding officer of the Operational

Member of the Military Council

Group of Forces on the Medvezhyegorsk axis
Brigade Commissar
Major General




[Brigadier General]

[signed] /Knyazev/




[signed] /Pugachevsky/
December 2, 1941
Awarded the Medal for Courage by Order of the Karelian Front nr. 024 of January 9, 1942.

Chief of the Personnel Department


Military commissar of the Personnel
of the Karelian Front



Department of the Karelian Front
Colonel





Battalion Commissar [Major]
[signed] /Kalinin/




[signed] /Brusov/

January 12, 1942
