Record card

Record card

Order booklet nr. B-858150
1. Last name: Sapega
2. First name and patronymic: Grigory Timofeyevich
3. Military rank: Guards Major of the Technical Service
4. Sex: Male

5. Year of birth: 1913
6. Place of birth: Village of Dmitrovichi, Berezino District, Byelorussian SSR
7. Party membership (since which year): Member of the Communist Party since 1939
8. Education: Secondary
9. Nationality: Belarusian

10. Since which year in the Soviet Army: Since December 10, 1933
11. Place of service (name of the unit) and position occupied at the time of the award: Senior technician and deputy commander for aircraft exploitation of the 177th Independent Guards Air Transport Squadron, 43rd Long-Range Air Army
12. Current place of service and position: Senior technician and deputy commander for aircraft exploitation of the 177th Independent Guards Air Transport Squadron, 43rd Long-Range Air Army
13. Home address of the recipient: Troop Unit nr. 45076, city of Vinnitsa
14. List of all awards he received:

	Name of the order or medal
	Serial number
	Number of the document
	Ground of award

	Medal for Courage
	5599
	Order booklet nr. B-858150
	Decree of November 17, 1939

	Order of the Red Banner
	31874
	Order booklet nr. B-858150
	Order of the Crimean Front nr. 0524/N of April 19, 1942

	Order of the Patriotic War, 1st Class
	21994
	Order booklet nr. B-858150
	Order of Long-Range Air Operations Command nr. 0708/N of December 29, 1943

	Medal for Combat Merit
	1612316
	Order booklet nr. B-858150
	Decree of November 3, 1944

	Order of the Red Star
	1944738
	Order booklet nr. B-858150
	Order of the 18th Air Army nr. 0180/N of July 20, 1945

	Order of the Red Star
	2883281
	Order booklet nr. B-858150
	Decree of June 20, 1949

	Order of the Red Banner
	443799
	Order booklet nr. B-858150
	Decree of November 5, 1954

	Medal for the 30th Anniversary of the Soviet Army and Navy
	No number
	Unnumbered permanent certificate
	Decree of February 22, 1948

	Medal for the Defense of Stalingrad
	No number
	Permanent certificate nr. B-26415
	Decree of December 22, 1942

	Medal for the Defense of Leningrad
	No number
	Permanent certificate nr. AD-74411
	Decree of December 22, 1942

	Medal for the Defense of the Caucasus
	No number
	Permanent certificate nr. I-030559
	Decree of May 1, 1944

	Medal for the Capture of Berlin
	No number
	Permanent certificate nr. A-475891
	Decree of June 9, 1945

	Medal for the Victory over Germany
	No number
	Permanent certificate nr. B-0292478
	Decree of May 9, 1945


Signature of the recipient: [signed]

I confirm the correctness of the data and the signature of the awardee (position and signature):

Commanding officer of the 177th Independent Guards Air Transport Squadron
Guards Major [signed] /Ryzhov/
March 17, 1955
Order

Secret

Copy nr. 2
Order
Of the Crimean Front
– Concerning personnel –

Operational Army – Nr. 0524 – April 19, 1942
On behalf of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, for the exemplary execution of combat missions at the front in the struggle with the German invaders and the valor and bravery displayed in the process, I award:
In the Air Forces:

[…]

The Order of the Red Banner to:
[…]

38. Military Technician 1st Grade [Senior Lieutenant] Grigory Timofeyevich Sapega, senior technician of a detachment of the 250th Heavy Bomber Regiment
[…]

Commanding officer




Member of the Military Council

of the Crimean Front



of the Crimean Front
Lieutenant General




Division Commissar [Major General]
[signed] /D. Kozlov/




[signed] /Shamanin/

Chief of staff
of the Crimean Front

Major General

[signed] /Vechny/

Award sheet

All fields to be filled out fully

Award sheet

Last name, first name, and patronymic: Sapega, Grigory Timofeyevich

Military rank: Military Technician 1st Grade [Senior Lieutenant]
Position and unit: Senior technician of a detachment of the 250th Heavy Bomber Regiment
Nominated for: Order of the Red Banner
1. Year of birth: 1913
2. Nationality: Belarusian
3. Since when in the Red Army: Since 1933
4. Party affiliation: Member of the Communist Party
5. Combat service (where and when): At the Khalkhin-Gol River in 1939
6. Wounds and contusions received: No
7. Previous awards (for which achievements): Medal for Courage for crushing the Japanese in the Mongolian People’s Republic in 1939
8. Drafted by which military commissariat: Military Commissariat of the Zaporozhe District
9. Permanent home address (of the prospective recipient or his family): _______________
Brief, concrete description of his feat of arms or achievements:

As detachment technician he commenced combat service on August 2, 1941. During the period of combat operations, the aircraft of comrade Sapega’s detachment flew 115 combat sorties, with an overall flight time of 740 hours. In the detachment not a single mechanical defect occurred through fault of the maintenance crews. Comrade Sapega studied the workings and repair procedures of the TB-3 aircraft to perfection and teaches these on a daily basis to his subordinate maintenance personnel.
On September 11, 1941, an accident occurred when the aircraft landed outside an airfield at night in foggy conditions. As per the technical guidelines, the aircraft did not lend itself to repairs. Yet comrade Sapega pledged to repair the plane. Assisted by the aircraft’s crew and the attached repair team, comrade Sapega repaired the destroyed aircraft under field condition over the course of 16 days. The plane was repaired in such a fine manner that it flew another 150 hours without requiring additional repairs in a workshop, conducting 37 nighttime combat sorties.
As a flight mechanic comrade Sapega flew 54 nighttime combat sorties. There were two instances in which comrade Sapega resolved defects mid-flight, thus ensuring the mission could be accomplished, for example: in November 1941 the radiator burst mid-flight at night. Comrade Sapega immediately and under exceptionally difficult conditions placed a spark plug, and not until the mission was accomplished did the aircraft return to its airfield. Burning with hatred toward the enemy, comrade Sapega personally dropped 160 fragmentation bombs onto the fascist forces from his compartment, in addition to the bombs that were released from the bomb racks.
Since February 1 comrade Sapega has been discharging the duties of engineer of the nighttime squadron. During this time the squadron flew 35 nighttime combat sorties, with an overall flight time of 165 hours, and 70 sorties transporting personnel from fighter units and various sorts of cargo. The aircraft function smoothly.
For showing bravery and courage in combat with fascism and for skillfully preparing the aircraft, thus enabling the squadron to conduct combat operations, comrade Sapega deserves to be awarded the Order of the Red Banner.

Commanding officer of the



Military commissar of the

Special Purpose Group,



Special Purpose Group,

250th Heavy Bomber Regiment


250th Heavy Bomber Regiment
Major






Battalion Commissar [Major]

[signed] /Polikarpov/




[signed] /Mitin/

March 8, 1942
I agree with these conclusions. For the bravery he displayed in combat with German fascism he deserves the Order of the Red Banner.
Interim commanding officer of the


Military commissar of the
132nd Aviation Division



132nd Aviation Division

Major






Senior Battalion Commissar
[signed] /Vasilyev/




[Lieutenant Colonel] [signed] /Ivanov/
March 9, 1942

He deserves to be awarded the Order of the Red Banner.

For the commanding officer of the


Military commissar of the

Crimean Front Air Forces



Crimean Front Air Forces

Major General of the Air Forces


Division Commissar [Major General]

[signed by deputy] /Nikolayenko/


[signed] /Ivanov/

April 16, 1942

He deserves to be awarded the Order of the Red Banner.

Commanding officer




Member of the Military Council

of the Crimean Front



Division Commissar
Lieutenant General




[Major General]
[signed] /D. Kozlov/




[signed] /Shamanin/

April 18, 1942
